IT was in 1880 that common-sense appealed to me to excise a hard chancre. The excision of the carbuncle of anthrax was followed by such excellent results that I was prompted to imitate the method. I argued-no chancre, no syphilis. Therefore, if a chancre existed, it seemed safest for the patient to remove it, as it is the focus of the disease. I published a short paper in the Edinburgh Medical Journal, about 1889, after treating some twelve or fourteen cases. In all I have done over forty cases, but regret not having regularly tabulated them, so I can only give general results.
At first I pursued the ordinary routine of mercury after the excision, but the patients themselves-discontinued the treatment, so I adopted no other treatment than excision, avoiding all anti-syphilitic remedies except where secondaries had appeared, and then only till the secondaries disappeared.
The enlarged inguinal glands resolved gradually and if a rash or sore throat had appeared it rapidly subsided after excision. Thus I treated a case in 1912 with " 606 " one week after the chancre appeared. Wassermann's reaction was positive and spirochaetes were found. There was a slight improvement at first. Ten weeks later I excised the chancre. At this time the inguinal glands on the side of the chancre were much enlarged; there was a roseola with ulcers on the palms; imucous plaques and fissures on the tongue. All symptoms subsided rapidly, but I also gave three injections of soamin. The patient has been very well, but the Wassermann reaction is now positive. I shall put him on treatment with arsacetin only.
I was in touch with the patients for a reasonable time afterwards, but in most cases for some years. One patient after twenty-two years was sound, married, and father of five healthy children. A similar story may be told of another patient who actually had slight secondaries, and so with some others.
I consider this method of treatment quite scientific. It can do no harm, and even if some spirochetes have got through the glands-the natural filter-bed and destructor-the infection will be less; for surely numbers must be of relative value in this disease as in tubercle?
